Agenda Plenary Liaison Committee meeting
mid-term mandate
Agenda - Plenary meeting Mid-tem mandate – Liaison Committee NGO-UNESCO – 26 february
2020
1)
2)

3)

4)

5)
6)
7)

Introduction by the Liaison Committee’s President - Marie-Claude Machon-Honoré
Internationaux Forums Vice-president- Philippe Beaussant :
o – Challenging inequalities – Richard Apeh
o – Global Citizenship – Fatima Lahnait
- International Days
Celebration of Peace Day- Michel Thouzeau
Celebration of Girl Child Day- Martine Lévy
Groupes de Travail
Partnership – Diego Gradis
Education-CCNGO- Marie-Claude Machon-Honoré
Climate Campaign- (Richard Apeh)-Andrew Cheschev
Youth – Richard Apeh
Communication – (Cyril Noirtin) & Marie-Christine Griès
Finances – Treasurer Marie-Christine Griès
Preparation of the Intenational Conference of NGOs – December 2020

Intervention UNESCO Secretariat
Debate with the floor
« Pot de l’amitié » -Sharing Time and Drinks

 During the interval between sessions of the International
Conference of NGOs, the NGO-UNESCO Liaison
Committee, whose members and president are elected by
the Conference, represents the interests of the entire group
of NGO partners in relation to UNESCO, oversees the
effective functioning of the partnership and promotes
consultation between the NGOs and the exchange of
relevant information.
 The role of the NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee is to
represent the interests of all NGOs, implement the
recommendations as adopted by the International
Conference of NGOs (ICNGO) and thus define a strategy
for the collective cooperation of the 2 years’ mandate.
 According to the 2011 guidelines, the ICNGO is an
element of collective cooperation, meeting and dialogue
between NGO partners and the Member states.

"Promoting and Enhancing the Commitment and
Contribution of UNESCO's NGO partners’’ ICNGO 2018
Preamble
 Recalls the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

which, in its 17th Objective (SDG 17), calls for a strengthened partnership
with civil society, affirms its commitment to include our future activities in the
context of the 2030 Agenda, its 17 Objectives and 169 targets, and calls on
NGOs to consolidate their role in the implementation of the Agenda.

 Reiterates the importance of promoting dialogue between Member States,

UNESCO and NGOs for the development of fruitful cooperation and invites
the NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee to contribute to the creation of new
opportunities for interaction and dialogue in order to further strengthen
cooperation with Member States, and UNESCO.
 Reaffirms the importance of forums organized in consultation with UNESCO

in different parts of the world and invites the Liaison Committee to continue
its efforts in this regard in order to take into account the cultural and
geographical diversity of civil society.

(Continued ) ICNGO 2018 Preamble
 Recalls the central role of NGOs in the organization of a follow-up to the









forums and international days, and invites UNESCO to assist them in this
process.
Requests the Liaison Committee to improve its communication and to reflect
on new ways of collective cooperation of NGOs by using new Information
and Communication Technologies (ICTs).
Requests the Liaison Committee to also promote the visibility of the actions
and good practices of UNESCO's official partner NGO network, to the extent
of available resources.
Recognizing the key role of youth among NGOs, invites the Liaison
Committee to encourage greater participation of young people and youth
organizations in the events it organizes, and to further collaborate with the
UNESCO youth program in the framework of the organization of the next
UNESCO Youth Forum in 2019.
Reaffirms the importance of women and gender equality in all actions to be
undertaken by the Liaison Committee.

The ICNGO invites the Liaison Committee to:
-improve the communication between NGOs by providing the list of NGOs with
indication of their field of activities
on the Committee’s website and taking into
account the necessary legal framework on data privacy and protection,
- publish meeting reports on the website and send email alerts to NGO partners,
- engage in collective reflection:
- to promote the collective action of NGOs,
- to appropriately review the NGO working procedures as indicated in the 2011
guidelines (for example, the duration of the mandate of the president of the Liaison
Committee),
- to review the functioning of the ICNGO and simplify the election process,
-to review the organization and funding of the next forums,
- strengthen contacts with NGOs from regions other than Europe in order to involve
them in the collective work, organize forums in the different regions and to improve
the relationship between Liaison Committee Members and local NGOs with a focus
on Latin America & the Caribbean region,
-organize one or two annual meetings for NGOs in addition to the current newsletter
(The NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee Newsletter),
-arrange to participate in National Commission s’meetings that take place at
UNESCO headquarters in order to foster Member States’ cooperation with NGOs.

Executive Board 12-04-19 Item 14 206 EX/14(the
comprehensive partnership strategy)
As Chair of the ICNGO and NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee, I represent
some 400 institutional NGO partners rich in multidisciplinary and cross-cutting
competences, and whose values and priorities are aligned with UNESCO.
The Liaison Committtee is already in line with this comprehensive partnership
strategy with the setting up of a taskforce reflecting on a more effective and
relevant partnership with UNESCO.
The Liaison Committee is also a member of the CCNGO Education 2030
coordinating group , working in synergy with the Education stakeholders,
UNESCO Chairs and ASPNET for SDG4, key pillar of the 2030 Agenda..
Youth and gender equality are crosscutting priorities in our strategy.
The organization of international NGO-UNESCO fora has accrued the visibility
of UNESCO’s actions like the ones on Climate Change and Science more
recently, enriching them with innovative practises and a unique mobilisation
capacity.
NGOS in official partnership with UNESCO wish to be associated with a
comprehensive partnership strategy in accordance with the ideals and values of
UNESCO so as to leave no one behind.

Our Strategy
 The strategy developed by the NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee for the

period 2019-2020 is based on the mandate of the Liaison Committee as
defined by the Directives concerning UNESCO partnership with NGOs as well
as the recommendations of the Conference that took place in December
2018. The Conference called for a strengthened partnership with NGOs and
reaffirmed its commitment to the success of Agenda 2030.
 The Conference called on the Liaison Committee to contribute to the creation
of new opportunities for interaction and dialogue for more effective
cooperation with Member States and UNESCO.
 That is why, as part of its 2019-2020 strategy, the Liaison Committee has
launched a collective reflection to strengthen our partnership.
 Several proposals on new ways of dialogue within appropriate spaces,
governing bodies and existing mechanisms for interaction between NGOs and
Member states, have been put together in a document which aims to
contribute to the reflection carried out by Member States on improving the
modalities of dialogue with NGOs.

An Action Plan for 2019-20
 Organize 4 International forums (3 of

which will be held outside Headquarters,
if possible), covering themes selected in
cooperation with UNESCO, in the
framework of Agenda 2030, and taking
into account priority themes retained
during the Conference:
 Themes : 1)Challenging Inequalities; 2)
Global citizenship; 3) Science,
technology, innovation and
entrepreneurship to fight poverty and
sustain SDGs.

 Organize events (at Headquarters and in field offices) on international days

celebrated by UNESCO (Peace, Girl Child).

 Contribute to the preparation of the Committee's discussions on Non-

governmental Partners of the Executive Board, in particular by ensuring, as far
as possible, the participation of a large number of NGOs.

Achievements
 The Executive Board (207 Ex 33) invites the Chair of the Committee on Non-

Governmental Partners (PNG), in close consultation with the President of the
Executive Council and with the support of the Secretariat and the participation
of the NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee, to study as needed better ways to
leverage the Mandate of the PNG Committee to foster its interactive policy
dialogue with non-governmental organizations, including by organizing relevant
thematic debates
 Sharing experiences in the NGO Space at the 40 General Conference

 Establish working groups

aligned with UNESCO’s
priorities, on specific themes in
order to prepare forums and
international days.
 Set up collective reflection
groups as defined by the
ICNGO’s recommendations
on the following themes :
Education 2030, SDG4;
Strengthening NGO-UNESCO
partnership; Climate
Campaign

 Contribute to the creation of

new opportunities of
interaction and dialogue in
order to strengthen
cooperation with Member
States.

 Strengthen the Committee's

communication on various
media: website, Facebook,
twitter; blog

NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee and civil society
Education2030/SDG4-Conventions 2003-2005
 The liaison Committee is a member of the Collective Consultation of NGOs

coordination group -CCNGO EFA (1984)/Education 2030 (20017)
 Participation in the Steering Committee meetings SDG4/Education2030,
Global Education meetings (Brussels Dec 2018; CCNGO 9th global meeting
in Tunisia Dec 19 )
 Representing civil society, creating synergies within UNESCO NGOs’
collective mechanisms

40 General Conference
 7. Welcomes the scope and quality of the projects carried out under the

auspices of the NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee, including the
international forums of the official NGO partners, and urges the Committee
to continue its cooperation with the Secretariat in order to raise awareness
and mobilize civil society organizations around UNESCO's core
competencies, goals and priorities, both internationally and locally;
 8. Again calls on Member States to support the organisation of these forums
in different regions in order to raise awareness and mobilise civil society
organisations around UNESCO's values and priorities, both internationally
and locally;
 9. Considers that effective dialogue and communication between Member
States, NGOs and the Secretariat, in accordance with existing procedures,
are essential to ensure that the many issues that fall within the mandate of
UNESCO and amplify the scope of its message, and thanks the Executive
Council for its ongoing reflection to strengthen dialogue between Member
States and NGOs.

Contact
NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee
Maison des ONG
UNESCO
1, rue Miollis
75732 Paris Cedex 15
Tel: +33 1 45 68 36 68
E-mail : comite.liaison.ong@unesco.org
comite.liaison.ong@gmail.com
Twitter account: Liaison Ngo-Unesco @NgoUnesco
Facebook: Ngo-UNESCO Liaison Committee
Website: www.ong-unesco.org

